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Connecting with Each Other
- A Message from Pastor Trish In the April newsletter, I talked about all the connections that have been interrupted or changed over the last couple
years, and invited you to wonder with me what a “spirit of connection” means for you, and what it means or should
mean for our congregation. Several of you told me those words resonated with you, so I know many of us are thinking
about how to reestablish or make new connections across the various parts of our lives and community.
I’ve also been watching more folks come back to church, which is wonderful. The only downside is that I find some of
my remembering of names and faces has been disconnected, so if I ask you to remind me of your name, please don’t
take offense! Actually, I think that’s probably true for all of us….Messiah is big enough that it’s hard to know
everyone, but small enough that we can know quite a few other folks. So – with that in mind, I thought it might be
fun to offer up some “People of Messiah Trivia” as a way to work on strengthening our connections. Listed below are
a number of questions for you, with room to put one (or more!) names in each spot. (I am purposely offering up trivia
with more than one right answer – so let’s see how many different names and people we can find!) I plan to give out
some of the answers on Sunday mornings - and will need your help to identify all the possibilities! Finally, if you have
a trivia question or two for a future round, let me know!
Name someone who:
Is a musician for our worship services: __________________________________________
Works at Mayo Clinic Health Systems: __________________________________________
Serves on the visitation team: __________________________________________
Plays youth hockey: __________________________________________
Quilts at church: __________________________________________
Lives in lower North Mankato: __________________________________________
Helps with screens or live-streaming on Sunday mornings: __________________________________________
Is a current or retired public sector employee: __________________________________________
Is part of a multi-generational family at Messiah: __________________________________________
Plays youth softball or baseball: __________________________________________
Helps take care of the gardening or mowing during the summer: ________________________________________
Belongs to or is a leader for Scouts: __________________________________________
Was a volunteer for Sunday School or Middle School Ministries this past year: _____________________________
Lives in the St. John’s Court neighborhood: __________________________________________
Goes south for the winter: __________________________________________
Helps decorate at church: __________________________________________
Participates in school band or choir programs: __________________________________________
Owns (owned) their own business: __________________________________________
Has volunteered at or brought food for Connections Shelter: __________________________________________
Ushers: __________________________________________

Quilt Blessing
The Messiah quilting group wrapped up their winter work in April. The Quilt
Blessing will be during both worships on Mother’s Day, May 8th and will
continue to be displayed through Sunday, May 15th.
This year, quilts will also be available to the congregation for a suggested
donation of $50 each. Sizes vary but average between 60 and 82 inches.
Funds from the sale will be used to purchase batting, thread, and other
materials. Some of the quilters will be available in the Narthex following each
service.
Many thanks to all the ladies that dedicate their time and talents working on
these beautiful quilts: Pat Anderson, Diane Benson, Mary Bergemann,
Mary Borth, Kathy Fischer, Elaine Fossen, Nancy Frye, Alice Keel, Kay Kendall, Lynn Klaber, Margery Lisle, Kay Lund,
Bernice Paulsen, Joan Petersen, Betty Rafferty, Phyllis Skadahl, Sarah Suskovic, and Margaret Westpahl.
The next quilting season will run from January—April 2023 on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. Lunch
included. As always, new faces are welcomed whether you sew or not. Bring a friend. There are several phases to
finishing a quilt and all are fun to do and can be learned. We will also be looking for experienced sewers as well. Any
questions, call Nancy 340-8494, Joan 389-9898, Kay 327-9789.

Get On The Beam
Habitat for Humanity of South Central MN is pleased to
announce the return of “Get On The Beam”, a great way for Messiah to
help raise funds for their mission of building homes for local families in
need. The beam is available through mid-May. With any donation, you
can sign the beam that will eventually become part of the framework of
a Habitat home. Donations will be used toward the purchase of building
materials or other needs of the Habitat organization.

Anti-Racism Team
The Anti-Racism Team will meet again on Thursday, May 12th at 6:30 pm and begin to study the ELCA Declaration for
People of African Descent—”Now Is The Time”. It will also be a good time for those who might be interested in the
work of this team to join them in this study.

Teacher Appreciation—Sunday, May 15th @ 10:30
We would like to thank all the teachers that make Sunday School and Middle School Ministries run so smoothly. These
individuals are dedicated each week throughout the school year to share the love of Jesus with the Messiah youth.
Sunday School: Heather Von Bank, Kara Pipes, Kylee Sanow, Emma Tokheim, Autumn Pipes, Ava True, and Kelly Runkle
Middle School: Amy Soost, Mike Hanson, Dustin Runkle, Pam True, Jocie DeSutter, and Kevin Franke

Welcome New Members and Senior Recognition
Sunday, May 29th—Messiah Worships United @ 10:00 am Outdoors
Join us for Messiah Worships United at 10:00 am on Sunday, May 29th at the first outdoor worship of 2022. During
this combined worship we will welcome any new members from the last 2 years. If you would like to join on the 29th,
please contact Pastor Trish or the church office.
We will also recognize all the high school seniors graduating this Spring.

Outdoor Worship
The first outdoor worship will be Sunday, May 29th for the Messiah Worships United at
10:00 am.
Beginning in June, our early worship will be indoors at 8:30 am and our late worship
will be outside (weather permitting) at 10:00 am.

North Mankato Fun Days
We are excited to share that the 2022 Fun Days has been scheduled
for July 6-10. Messiah will once again have the Pie & Brat Stand.
Lynell and Jim Senden are heading up the stand this year. Check out
the volunteer sign-up link https://signup.com/go/etfqjpU to plan for
the dates and times that work best for you. There are also sign-up
sheets in the Narthex if you’d like to sign-up that way.
**We are in search of someone with a pick-up with a 5th wheel
attachment that would be able to haul a 40-foot trailer during the
parade. Please call the office if this is something you could help
with.**

50th Anniversary Celebration
We will celebrate Messiahs’ 50th Anniversary on Sunday, July 31st. On this day, we will gather for Messiah Worships
United, enjoy great music, a meal and look back on 50 years of spiritual growth and fellowship; Bishop’s Assistant,
Matt Larson, from the SE MN Synod will also join us. We’re inviting all of Messiah’s former pastors and if you know of
other people who have been a part of Messiah’s history, be sure to let them know when the celebration is.

Thank you to everyone who came in to donate blood.
We had a goal of 27 units and had a final total of 28 units. An hour of your time
helps people having surgery, cancer treatments, those with chronic illnesses, as well
as traumatic injuries. Each unit of blood can help save up to 3 lives per donation.

Lunch 4 a Buck “Thank You”
We are blessed beyond measure to have Messiah Lutheran Church and your volunteers as partners in our ministry to
feed hungry MSU students through our Lunch for a Buck program! Your volunteers prepared and served another
wonderful meal to 36 smiling faces on Tuesday, April 19 and brought in $32 in donations. We are pleased to report
that Messiah provided Lunch for a Buck six times during the school year. Your volunteers (Barb & Denny Meier, Lynn
Klaber, Joanna & Britta Petersen, Sandy Dahms, Nona Niemeier, Linda Wenkel, Meg Hewitt, and Pastor Trish, to name
a few) served approximately 191 students and faculty over the course of those six lunches and brought in $162.63 in
donations that went right back into the program (salad, fixings, beverages, paper plates, silverware, etc).
Jesus exhorted Simon Peter to "feed my sheep," (John 21:15-17). Crossroads Campus Ministry in partnership with
Messiah Lutheran Church is following Christ's command in the literal sense in addition to the spiritual. We know that
one cannot be fed the Word of God on an empty stomach, and it is our calling to prepare students so that they can be
nourished by God's Word. Thank you and bless you for your generosity and continued support of this very impactful
ministry.
-Crossroads Campus Ministry

Mankato Area Zero Waste Update
We're doing great things with our plastic collection! We earned a bench that we hope can be installed soon at
Messiah. Another North Mankato bench will be installed at Fallenstein Park by the splash pad! We join Lake Crystal
and Mankato communities earning benches for Echo food shelf, Lake Crystal Rec Center, Lake Crystal High School and
Mankato Clinic. Together we've saved 7,500 pounds of plastic from landfills. Please see the new flyers for allowable
and not allowable items. Once collected, the bags of plastic need to be weighed and brought to collection sites. If
you're interested in helping with this, please contact Sonja Parr sonjaparr@gmail.com (608) 354-1057. Thanks for
working to better our world!

Youth Activities
Sunday School End-of-Year—May 15th
We’ve had a great year being back together growing and learning about our faith. The final day of 2021-22 Sunday
School will be on May 15th and we will come together for a Family Day and working on a special group project.
We will be recognizing the Sunday School teachers at the 10:30 worship on this day as well.

VBS Day Camp—June 20th-23rd
VBS is less than 2 months away! Registration is open and there are still some spots available for VBS Day Camp. We
will again be combined, with the host church being Christ the King and led by the Green Lake Bible Camp staff.
Children aged Kindergarten to those completing 5th grade in 2022 can register for $40. To start the camp experience,
a Sunday family fun night, including dinner will be held. Monday—Thursday the kids will have a great time from
9am—3pm. Contact Pastor Trish or the office for scholarship and Pre-K availability. Registration forms are in the
Narthex.

Service and Sun—July 5-8, 2022
Attention kids going into 6th grade through completion of 9th grade! There’s
summer fun planned for you too.
Service & Sun will be a combination of the past's Wacky Doodle and Mission
Mankato. We are planning 3 mornings of service and 3 afternoons of sunny
activities. We will end the week with a day at Valleyfair.
Sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex.

Green Lake Lutheran Ministries has
opened camp registration for Summer
2022. There are camp opportunities for
1st-12th grade students, as well as family
camps. GLLM has introduced some
changes to how camp will be run so take
careful note of starting and ending days.
Messiah discount code is LAUNCH2022.
Head to their website to see more details
or get registered! www.gllm.org/summer
-camp

Green Lake Bible
Camp Opportunities

Green Lake Lutheran Ministries hires 60
faithful young adults each summer to
help spread God’s love to all who come
to their sites. If you or someone you
know might be a great fit for such an
opportunity, contact the office or use
this QR code.

Good Earth Village Summer Camp
Registration for summer camp at Good Earth Village has opened. There are brochures
available in the Narthex or you can go to the following link to see more details
www.goodearthvillage.org/summerinfo . This year’s theme is “Created Good”. Campers
will be exploring the daily themes of Created to Create, Created to Wonder, Created to Care, Created to Flourish, and
Created to Share. Through worship, song, practice, education, and more, campers will be encouraged to reflect on
how they are called to nurture and care for all of God’s creation.

April Meeting Highlights
The council approved the March financials—our total income was $25,323 and expenses were $32,701
resulting in expenses over income of $7377. Year-to-date expenses are over income by $10,663.

Ways to Give Online
How to give online:
1. Scan this QR code:

2. Visit our website at messiahnorthmankato.com
> Click on “OFFERING” on the homepage, or go to the “GIVING” tab
> Choose the amount you’d like to give and the frequency (e.g. one-time, weekly, monthly)
> Make donations by using a credit or debit card, or by using your account
Know your gift is appreciated and helps support the ministry of Messiah.

Choir Practice
Please put the following dates on your calendar for the start of choir rehearsal on Wednesday, May 11th and 25th at 6:30 pm.
We will rehearse two new songs—“Grace” by Mark Hayes which we will
sing on May 29th for our Messiah Worships United service. “Let Us Talents
and Tongues Employ” by Bradley Ellingboe, which we will sing on July 31st
for our Messiah Worships United / 50th Anniversary service.
Please invite friends, family and neighbors. For questions, please call Cindy
Rupp (Director) at 507-327-9306.

Have you seen … ?
Does anyone remember borrowing the DVD “How Lutherans Interpret the Bible” by Dr. Mark Allan Powell? If you still
have it, please return it or let Pastor Trish know if you are still watching it. Thank you.

COVID-19 Update
There are no recommendations for masking or social distancing being implemented at this time.
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“Sharing the Love of Jesus...”

In our thoughts and prayers: Ben K, Craig V, Dave C, Earl W, Judy F, Nancy O, Milt H, Dolores S, Sharen O, Jason M, Dan
and family, Jessica R, Millie, Ellie, Arthur, Suzanne, Tom, Pam, Jerry, Bob G, Lois S, Jordon, Wanda
Those who serve our country: Dan P, Derek M, Carley, Alex.
Prayers of Sympathy for Cheryl Christofferson on the death of her brother, Gary Tolzmann.
Prayers of Sympathy for Karen Wright on the death of her niece, Jessica Hecht.

May Worship Participants
If you are unable to serve as scheduled please call the church office or Linda Wenkel
(345-6180) to identify a substitute or get help finding a substitute. Thank you!
May
8:30 AM
10:30 AM___________

5/1

Usher: Steve Jones, Scott Madigan
Reader: Ava True

Chuck Rafferty, Jim Jilek
Madison DeSutter

5/8

Usher: Steve Jones, Scott Madigan
Reader: Janet Jones

Mark Gulden, Jim Jilek
Lucette Hurley

5/15

Usher: Chuck Dulas, Kim Henrickson
Reader: Carla Butcher

Bill Halstead, Dave Dahl
Sandy Hatlestad

5/22

Usher: Chuck Dulas, Kim Henrickson
Reader: Sarah Suskovic

Bill Halstead, Dave Dahl
Eva Borneke

5/29

Usher: Messiah United
Reader: at 10:00 am

Dayle Moore, Kimberly Moore
Lynn Klaber

Worship Schedule
Sundays
8:30 am—Traditional Worship
10:30 am—Contemporary Music
Sunday, May 29
10:00 am—Messiah Worships
United OUTDOORS

